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Does size really matter? Some people think so. Research for my 
decision of an alternative camera and lens system included the feel 
of the camera, speed of the lens, and size of image sensor. These 
considerations each include an element related to weight and size. 

My Transition from a 
DSLR to a Mirrorless 

Camera System
By Rick Shapka

I agree with those many photographers 
who believe the camera system being 
used is only a tool with which to be 
creative. It is neither the camera, nor 
lens attached that makes a compelling 

Crocus In Lavender - Nikon

image; rather it is the knowledge, 
hard work, and enthusiasm of the 
person behind the gear. It is the 
person who sees the picture, not the 
camera.

If not the camera system then, why 
did I consider switching to a mirrorless 
camera from a DSLR? What was my 
thinking?

During my research the majority of 
people with whom I spoke to about 
a mirrorless system almost invariably 
referred to the reduction of size and 
weight of the gear. 

I have been making photos with 
Nikon camera gear for many years 
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beginning with my F2. It was a camera 
with a great feel. Since that camera, my 
photo journey with Nikon has taken 
me through a series of auto focus film 
cameras, each eventually to be replaced 
by my first digital one in 2000, and a 
D800E DSLR today. 

With the change in gear over the years, 
I believe my photography has evolved to 
become more creative. Why? Courses 
and workshops, with much time and 

Chrome Island Lighthouse - Nikon
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Tending the Flowers - Fuji

energy invested to learn the craft, helped 
me to become a better photographer. 
The output quality of an image has 
become most important to me. Making 
thoughtfully composed, interesting 
images is one of my objectives. Perhaps 
not always accomplished but it is the 
important goal. 

Over the years cameras and lens 
systems have added both bulk and 
weight. The F2 attached to a NIKKOR 

80-200mm f/4 AI-s, weighed in at 
1340 grams, whilst a Nikon D800, 
with NIKKOR 70-200mm f/2.8G 
lens, is just shy of 2540 grams. This is 
an incredible 90% increase in weight 
to handhold steady, not withstanding 
the assist of technology to provide VR, 
or much higher shutter speed and ISO 
combinations to manage the weight! 

Most photographers who travel to 
make pictures know that air travel has 
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become both a challenge and chore. 
Even well designed, dimensionally 
approved camera bags may now be 
weighed by an airline looking for 
extra fees. The weight of 2 full frame 
DSLR bodies with alternative lens 
combinations, a selection of ND and 
polarizer filters, some spare cards, 
batteries/chargers and laptop often 
exceed some airline’s carry on weight 
restrictions.

Superior Horizon - Nikon

Above London - Fuji

Gulls 2 - Nikon

My initial thoughts about researching 
a mirrorless system began because of 
comments from converts who indicated 
their system choices provided some 
relief to this increasing gear weight and 
carry on baggage issue. But … what 
about the quality of the image from 
this system I asked? Could a mirrorless 
camera produce an equally acceptable 
quality of image compared with my full 
frame DSLR? Most photographers that 

I quizzed accepted without question the 
mirrorless manufacturer’s claims about 
great quality of image. Hmmm? 

There are many companies making 
a good mirrorless system today. Initial 
research pointed me to the newer X 
mount model being introduced by Fuji. 
Although not entirely fair to compare the 
Fuji XT-2 image quality with a Nikon 
D800E, this was my comparison. The 
XT-2 is new technology, while the 
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D800E is dated technology. Today, a 
fairer direct comparison is the XT-2 to 
a Nikon D500 both have APS-C size 
sensors.

While my comparison is anecdotal, it 
is based upon years of Nikon use, with 
one year of Fuji XT-2 experience. What 
I have discovered follows.

Image quality between the two 
cameras compares favorably in normal 
light situations, but in low light situations 
the D800 is much better. Its 2.3 times 
larger sensor size simply gathers more of 
the light, and produces less sensor noise. 
With low light, if I need to use flash, 
including simple fill flash, the Nikon 
options are much superior to Fuji.

As far as dynamic range (camera 
ability to capture detail in shadows and 
not blow the highlights) is concerned I 
do not notice much difference because 
both cameras allow me to easily manually 
adjust for scene exposure. For extended 
dynamic range or HDR, the Fuji will 
now bracket up to 9 frames. However 
changing the number of bracketed 
frames is buried deep in the menu system 
compared to the dedicated bracket 
button on the Nikon. On the other hand 
there is no mirror shake with Fuji, while 
shooting.  

I really like the feel of the Fuji, which is 
smaller to hold. I have come to enjoy the 
electronic viewfinder of the Fuji, along 
with it’s easy to maneuver toggle switch 
for adjusting focus points. For action 
and street photography I prefer to do my 
compositions through the viewfinder (old 
school) rather than on the LCD screen. 
When moving the eye to the viewfinder, 
the screen goes black and the scene comes 

Boats off Coupeille - NikonHyacinths At Keukenhof - Fuji

Ferry Direction Coupeville - Fuji 
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up quickly in the viewfinder. I think 
focusing a landscape on the Fuji is simpler 
and results in a more precise focus on the 
LCD screen, compared to the live-view 
mode of the Nikon. 

For wildlife and sports action 
photography my preference remains 
Nikon with its focus tracking system. 

Gulls in Flight - Nikon

Room with a View - Fuji

Nikon offers significantly more lens 
choice, most with excellent hand holding 
vibration reduction capability. However 
the overall lighter weight of the Fuji 
system, and the generally lower price 
point for high quality lenses makes it a 
very attractive alternative. It also shoots 
more frames per second than the D800E, 

which is an important consideration for 
many wildlife situations.  

My sense is Fuji listens more to 
customer feedback taking their input 
seriously. Fuji has improved the XT-2 
through firmware often with user friendly 
downloadable upgrades a number of 
times after the camera’s introduction. 
My personal experience communicating 
with Nikon has not provided many 
satisfactory results. 

My summary thoughts:
Nikon D800E system, the pros are: 
Excellent quality of images with high 
scene detail. Better in low light, more 
lens choice, many more flash options, 
easier camera menus to follow, including 
bracketing for exposure and ISO, and in 
camera capability for multiple exposure, 
accessories (e.g. remote shutter release) 
usually well made, easy to focus 
manually.

The cons are: Bulkier and heavy to 
hand hold and carry for the street and a 
holiday by air. 
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RBS In Field

Fuji XT-2 system, the pros are: Excellent 
quality of image, great size for street 
photography, hiking, and travel, very 
comfortable feel in the hands and easy to 
adjust dials on top of camera, very good 
auto focus, including handy toggle to 
shift focus points, ability to shoot scenes 
using many Fuji film legacy simulations.

The cons are: Less apparent scene 
detail, just adequate in low light, many 
fewer lens options, requiring many 
different size filters to be purchased, 
difficult to focus manually, no GPS 
capability, menu items not intuitive and 
sometimes buried in submenus, some 
accessories (e.g. remote release) not built 
robustly.

I remain in the transition phase with 
the new camera gear. I think the Fuji 
XT-2 system is very good however, I am 
not prepared yet to give up my Nikon 
D800E with its lens quality and variety. 
But for everyday walking and travel, I 
much prefer the Fuji. g

Rick is currently the CAPA District Representative for southern Vancouver 
Island, and a former member of the CAPA board. He earned photography 
and art history diplomas from Focal Point and UBC, and continues to be 
an avid student of photography. Photographic interests include making, 
processing and printing landscape, wildlife, travel/street, abstract, and 
HDR images.  Rick is a member of the Victoria Camera Club where he is 
the workshop coordinator and the CAPA club rep. 
His website link is www.rickshapka.smugmug.com

Coffee Shop Amsterdam - Fuji


